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By the time this makes the
press, the November election
will be completed. Hopefully,

\ “ Governor Jeb Bush has been
e reclected to a second term so
that he can continue to press for tort reform and be
an advocate for the patients and physicians of
Florida. With any luck, he will have two Supreme
Court justices to nominate as well.

The physicians of Florida and the entire House
of Medicine will continue to face the expanding
problem of tort reform (by way of malpractice
premiums), as well as the continued reimbursement
cuts from Medicare. The state of Emergency
Services in Lee County is also in the voter's hands.

Nationally, the House Bill HR 3882 has passed
on to the Senate for consideration. This bill will
reverse the planned Medicare physician fee
schedule cut and institute a 2% “increase™ for 2003,
If this does not achieve Senate approval before the
end of the legislative session, physicians will be
subject to another reported reduction of 4.4% on
January 1st. This very likely for many ol us, will
equate to substantially more.

The physicians of Lee County, and indeed the
entire country, have made clear their concerns. As
far back as this past summer, Congress has been
aware of an AMA physician survey reporting that
at least 44% of doctors will NOT renew
participation in Medicare if the proposed payment
culs go into effect. I hope that by the time this
article makes print, the US Senate has scen the
wisdom of correcting this inequity.

A fundamental problem, of course, is that the
delivery of medical services in the United States is

President’s Message

YEARNING TO BE FREE
Eliot Hoffinan, M.D.

not within the purview of a “free market”. In a
free market, a service with an ever-increasing client
base (the aging population), a declining supply
of qualified providers (physicians), and an
exploding cost of providing business (malpractice
premiums, labor costs, group health coverage),
would command a dramatic increase in fees to
appropriately compensate for such a circumstance.
Under the current reimbursement constraints, we
are left at the mercy of the payors. The physicians
of Lee County, the State of Florida and the entire
United States of America have an alternative.

This alternative is not easy, not “pretty” and
not to be undertaken lightly. The alternative is to
be among those who when surveyed, reported
they would NOT PARTICIPATE in the Medicare
program if continued payment cuts to physicians
went into effect January 1, 2003.

In order to change status in Medicare, a
physician must give written notice at leasi o0
days prior to initiation, and must accept this
change for a minimum of two years! Anyone
contemplating such a change in status should
contact the Lee County Medical Society office
for specific requirements and assistance if needed,
and obtain a detailed analysis of what such a
change would mean in ““real dollars™ to the practice
in question from their corporate accountant, This
includes changing from a “par participant” to a
“non par participant” as well as a change to a
“nonparticipant”.

Until the general public is faced with a majority
of the medical community as “nonparticipants™
in the Medicare program, we will not gamer their
emotional or their political support.

Happy
Thanksgiving

DON'T BE A VICTIM OF BAD CHECKS;
STATEATTORNEY’S BAD CHECK RESTITUTION
PROGRAM CAN HELP

Paula Paguette, Community Relations Representative, 20° Judicial State Attorney s Office

If your medical practice has received a bad check, you can seek restitution through the 20%
Judicial State Attorney’s Bad Check Restitution Program. Bad check complaints are easy to file
and follow-up action is prompt. There is no cost to you to submit a bad check complaint

The goal of the State Attorney's Office through its Bad Check Restitution Program is: 1) to
obtain full restitution for victims; 2) to increase the accountability of bad check writers; and, 3) to
accomplish these first two goals at no cost to businesses, the county or taxpayers. The Bad Check
Restitution Program provides assistance to individuals and businesses in the 20" Judicial Circuit:
Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Hendry and Glades Counties.

Submitting a bad check complaint is casy. Send the check writer a certified letter with return
receipt requested. (See enclosed brochure.) This letter gives the check writer seven days to remit
payment. If you do not receive payment from the check writer, request a Bad Check Complaint
Form from your local Sheriff’s Office, from the State Attorney’s Office, and mail it to the address
on the complaint form. The State Attorney’s Bad Check Restitution Program will then process the
complaint.

In addition to helping merchants and individuals seek restitution for bad checks, the State
Attorney’s Bad Check Restitution Program helps educate business in preventative check
acceplance procedures and requires bad check offenders to complete a special remedial eight-
hour class. A toll-free Vietim’s Hotline (1-800-832-1131) allows you to track and monitor the status
of your case.

For more information about the State Attorney’s Bad Check Restitution Program or to request a
brochure and Bad Check Complaint Form, please call toll-free: 1-800-832-1131, or call Paula Paquette

As | Recall...
THE BOOK
Roger D. Scott, M.D.
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The above was just uncovered in the Brungard
Collection. There are all or part of 13 countics in
our area covered by this directory including Ft.
Myers, F.M. Beach, Boca Grande, Bonita Springs,
Cape Haze, Clewiston, Everglades City, Inmokalee,
Labelle, Lehigh Acres, Moore Haven, Naples, Pine
Island, Punta Gorda, and Port Charlotte (Cape Coral
covered under NFM exchange). Quite an area! If
necessary, get a magnifying glass to read all of the
cover, it’s quite interesting. The width and height of
the old book are the same as our new books;
however, the thickness is 1.8 em with 176 pages of
combined residential and business listings and 257
yellow pages that contain no advertising for the
attorneys or physicians & surgeons! They are listed
one time only and not in the many subgroups as in
today’s book. The 2002 Sprint “Lee County Area”
white book is 3.5 cm thick with 163 residential pages
and 193 business pages. The 2002 “Best Red Yellow
Book™ has 1284 pages and as you know, is loaded
with advertisements.

The 1961 book details for the first time how to
direct dial long-distance by dialing 80, the arca code,
and the phone number. This feature was available
for only 500 cities within the United States. Before
the call could be connected, a telephone operator
would come on the line to write your number on the
charge card, and then the call would be connected.
At this point you should be made aware of a strange
happening or circumstance in that Ann Wilke (yes,
our sccretary) was employed for six years by this
telephone company in 1960 when she first came to
town. Her first year, she was the operator who
intercepted the direct dial call and recorded the
numbers. I did not know prior to talking to Ann
about this book that she had been thus employed.
Coincidence?

There were two area codes for the entire state of
Florida; our area 813 covered Brooksville to
Okeechobee to Cape Haze and all the area in between
these and the Gulf of Mexico. The remainder of
Florida was area 305. The Yellow Pages list MDs:
Fort Myers 40, Fort Myers Beach 2, Bonita Springs
2, Immokalee 1, Moore Haven 1, and Naples 12,
DOs: Fort Myers 3, Clewiston 1, Naples 1, Labelle

See AS T RECALL, page 3






