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President’s Message
TIMING IS EVERYTHING
Ralph Gregg, M.D.

Recently, the media had begun to pick up on the escalating
malpractice crisis in our state and across the nation. Relatively
balanced picces had appeared in the News Press, Orlando Sentinel,
and national media outlets. I thought this was great; our message
was beginning to be heard. The President, our Governor, and even several prominent
bureaucrats had come out in favor of Tort Reform. But now, recent events in West
Virginia have taken things to a new level. In case anyone hasn’theard, 18 surgeons
in Wheeling, West Virginia, recently took a “leave of absence” to protest the rapid
escalation of medical malpractice insurance. This has happened to a greater or
lesser extent before. Pennsylvania and Las Vegas are other examples. But the effect
in the media and amongst politicians has rarely been this great.

I think it's all about timing. As a reporter investigates a story about doctors
protesting malpractice insurance costs, he is also hearing about hospitals and clinics
that are having to reduce services. It is no longer just about doctors complaining.
The double-digit escalation in costs speaks for itself and patients are already losing
access to care. On January 5", Robert Stein of the Washington Post reported on
West Virginia's physicians, but to a much greater extent reported on the decreasing
availability of emergency and high-risk services in many regions of the country.
This included Florida. Finally, the media is picking up on the fact that it is not just
doctors who are being affected. It is also patients.

Unfortunately, while we are getting this expanded media coverage, and politicians
in other states are pushing to deal with this issue, our State Legislature still doesn’t
getit. FMA President Robert Cline recently reported on a December meeting with
the Broward County delegation. These people represent the most severely affected
area in Florida, Despite the fact that the Governor has declared Tort Reform a
priority, Senators Steven Geller, and Debbie Wasserman expressed pessimism and
implied that the Legislature may not act on Tort Reform this year. This is
unacceptable. Our attorney-dominated legislature continues to have its head in the
sand despite what is happening around them. Hopefully, no one in Florida will find
it necessary to take a leave of absence in protest of malpractice insurance costs.
But our Trauma Center is still in danger, and liability is a significant part of that
problem.

Right now, several states are seriously attempting to address Tort Reform (Texas,
West Virginia, and Pennsylvania.) The time is ripe for Florida to do this as well; but
this will require a change of direction in our legislature. Can our representatives be
made to see this necessity before Florida suffers major interruptions in Health Care?
Only time will tell.

2003 MEDICARE PAYMENT UPDATE

Michael D. Maves, MD, MBA
American Medical Association

The AMA has learned of a troublesome new development with the 2003 Medicare payment
update. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued instructions to the
Medicare carriers about the process for physicians to enroll as cither participating or
nonparticipating physicians for 2003. These instructions indicate that the period of time for
physicians to make their decisions about 2003 Medicare participation will run from January 9,
2003 through February 28, 2003. The instructions further state, however, that the material
carriers are now mailing to physicians was printed in October 2002, before Medicare announced
the delay in the payment rule and its effective date of March 1,2003. Asaresult, the dates on
the printed material that physicians will be receiving in the mail this week will say that the
participation decision period ended in December 2002.

The carrier instructions about how claims for services provided in January-February 2003
will be processed and paid also may cause some confusion for medical practices.

Compounding these problems, CMS has not instructed its carriers to mail material to
physicians with the correct dates. Instead, CMS has instructed carriers to make the correct
date information available through their Web sites and similar venues. Anticipating that
receipt of the mailed material with incarrect dates could cause a great deal of confusion for
physicians, the AMA is asking CMS to instruct its carriers to provide the correct information
to physicians, as well as to provide clear information about submission and payment of 2003
claims.

THE FINAL RULE, which was published in the December 31 Federal Register, will be
effective on March 1,2003. Services provided on or after January 1 and before March 1 will
be paid under the 2002 fee schedule.

You may view the final rule at http://cms.hhs.goy/REGULATIONS/PFS/.

As | Recall...

PRESIDENTS
Roger D. Scott, M.D.

February always reminds me of my elementary
school days when we celebrated George Washington’s
(2/22) & Abraham Lincoln’s (2/18) birthdays, as these
were federal holidays and schools were closed. In
addition, we always looked forward to Valentine’s Day
when we exchanged Valentines amongst the class
members; it was always exciting to see who got the
most valentines. In 1971 President Nixon felt that the
federal workers and schoolchildren were getting too
many holidays so he proclaimed that we will celebrate
all presidents’ birthdays on the third Monday in
February. This brings to mind what we know about
presidents and gathered here are some little-known
facts that might be of interest to all you learned
physicians.

Grover Cleveland (1893-97 tenure of office) has been
the only president to have a child born in the White
House. Jimmy Carter (1977-81) was the first president
born in a hospital, as all previous presidents were
born at home or elsewhere. The most children (15) to
live in the White House were those of John Tyler (1841-
45), William Howard Taft (1909-12) takes the record
for being the largest president; he weighed 350 1bs. &
was over 6 ft. tall. James Madison (1813-17) was the
smallest at 5 ft. 4 in. and 100 pounds. George
Washington never lived in the White House, as it was
not available until the second president, John Adams
(1797-1801), was in office. James Buchanan (1857-61)
never married. The first foreign traveling president
was Theodore Roosevell. Andrew Johnson (1865-
69), as vice president, took office upon the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln. President Johnson
had been a runaway indentured servant who never
attended school but later learned reading and writing
when taught by his wife! In addition, Johnson (not to
be confused with Lyndon B. Johnson who signed the
1966 Civil Rights Act) vetoed the Civil Rights Act of
1866, which Congress overturned. Impeachment
proceedings against him failed by one vote; he was a
very unpopular president. George Washington (1789-
97) and James Madison (1809-13) were signers of the
U.S. Constitution. John Adams (1797-1801) and John
Quincy Adams (1825-29) were the only father-son
presidents.  William Henry Harrison (March 1841)
served only one month, developed pneumonia & died
(April 1841) & Benjamin Harrison (1889-93) were
grandfather-grandson presidents. The first seven
presidents were born in “English Colonies” & Martin
Van Buren (1837-41) was the first President born in
the United States. Woodrow Wilson (1913-21) was
the first to speak on the radio and Franklin D.
Roosevelt (1933-45) was the first to speak on TV (also
the only three-term U.S. President). Lyndon Johnson
(11/1963-69) was the only one sworn in on an airplane.
Gerald Ford (8/1974-77) was the only one never to
have won an clection for the presidency or vice
presidency. Richard Nixon (1969-8/74) is the only one
to resign the office. Nixon is also the only president
to have served as vice president not to succeed the

See ASTRECALL, page 2
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MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY

NEW PRACTICE
James J. O'Mailia, M.D.
Robert W. Heiser, M.D.
1553 Matthew Drive
Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Tel: (239) 275-3695
Fax:(239)275-5402

NEW MEMBER
Mazen Daoud, M.D.
Dermatology

42 Barkley Circle, Ste 3
Fort Myers, FL 33907
Tel: (239) 274-0005
Fax:(239)274-8185

MOVED TO COLLIER COUNTY
Dennis Stapleton, M.D.

December 15, 2002-January 15, 2003
Current YTD
PHONE CALLS RECEIVED 584 584
From Physicians and Office Staff 131 131
For Referrals 217 217
For Background Checks 33 33
Filing Complaints 5 5
Regarding Non-Members 26 26
Regarding Alliance 8
Regarding CMS, FMA, and AMA 21 21
Miscellancous Calls 143 143
APPLICATIONSSENTTOPHYSICIANS 9 9
MEETINGS 3 3
Attended on behalf of LCMS 2 2
Socicty Meelings 1 1
DIRECTORIES DISTRIBUTED 10 10,

LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

ALLIANCE NEWS
Ann Shah, PhD, Corresponding Secretary
Legislative Update

What a windfall for Medicine this past election cycle! In addition
to the re-election of Governor Jeb Bush, other FLAMPAC
endorsed candidates won 66 out of 69 races in the Florida House,
18 out of 20 races in the Florida Senate, and 15 out of 15 races for
Congressional seats! The cumulative success rate for FLAMPAC
endorsed candidates was an amazing 95% (99 out of 104). In
addition, candidates supported by the 1000 Club won 13 out of 14
General Election races (a 93% success rate).

As for “medicine-friendly™ State appointments, we are so
fortunate to have: State Representative Bruee Kyle - Chairman
of the State Appropriations Committee; State Representative
Dudley Goodlette - Chairman of the new Committee on Medical
Liability Insurance; State Representative Carole Green - member
of Committee on Medical Liability Insurance and also
Subcommittee on Health Appropriations. In addition, Bill Frist -
a thoracic surgeon - has been appointed U.S. Senate Majority
Leader!

Despite this windfall, this is not a year to let our guard down!
The year ahead will still be a challenge for Medicine - with budget
constraints, Tort Reform opposition, legal hurdles in the Medicare
meltdown, etc. Now that we've elected a physician-friendly
Legislature, it’s time to educate them about the issues that will
make physicians better able to care for the citizens of SW Florida.

The Legislative calendar for 2003 has been set. The Florida
sessions begin on March 4th and run for approximately 8 weeks.
During this period, Legislators will have to vote on hundreds of
bills. We need to emphasize our issues so they don’t get lost in
the shuffle. We must be ready to call, e-mail or fax our Legislators
before medical issues are voted on! If we don’t, be sure that

those who oppose us will!
oy
{“ B

RISK MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES
ENTAILING ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATIONS
» Develop a policy and procedure entailing electronic
communications
* Adhere to policy and procedure
+ Do not overlook patients who do not have electronic access
* Develop a directory to ensure current and correct e-mail and
website addresses
* Provide a disclosure statement specifically delineating the
confines of the provider/patient relationship
* Publish disclaimers pertaining to emergencies, confidentiality,
documentation, and alternative mechanisms for
communication
* Ensure that e-mail is encrypted
« Do not use e-mail for emergencies or time-sensitive issues
+ Consider initiating an e-mail triage system
*» Avoid initiating unsolicited e-mail
» Prohibit “routing” of c-mail communications
+ Include mechanism to block e-messages for non-patients
* Develop a component to ensure completion of the patient/
provider/paticnt communication
« Include electronic communications in retention and
documentation procedures
* Include the text of originating message in your response
* Develop secure patient identification/digital certification
* Ensure that patients can access their records
* Always obtain appropriate authorization and consent
+ Adopt written privacy procedures
* Train employees and designate a privacy officer
* Limit disclosure of information to the request
+» Adhere to stronger state laws pertaining to mental health,
HIV and AIDS
« Review informational websites and edit when necessary
before posting or a referral is made
+ Insulate clinical website content from commercial content
+ Obtain confirmation of message delivery
» Never allow electronic communication to usurp human
interaction
* Employ a firewall to protect your website and data from
unauthorized access
« Utilize encryption technology to protect the transmission

Motivating...

WHAT ARE YOU WORTH?

A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a $20.00 bill. In
the room of 200, he asked, *“Who would like this $20 bill?”

Hands started going up.

He said, “I am going to give this $20 to one of you but first, let me do this.” He
proceeded to crumple the $20 dollar bill up. He then asked, “Who still wants it?”

Still the hands were up in the air.

Well, he replied, “What if I do this?" And he dropped it on the ground and
started to grind it into the floor with his shoe. He picked it up, now crumpled and
dirty. “Now who still wants it?”

Still the hands went into the air.

“My friends, we have all learned a very valuable lesson. No matter what 1 did
to the money, you still wanted it because it did not decrease in value. It was still
worth $20. Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and ground into
the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come our way. We
feel as though we are worthless. But no matter what has happened or what will
happen, you will never lose your value. Dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased,
you are still priceless to those who love you. The worth of our lives comes not
in what we do or who we know, but by WHO WE ARE.”

You are special - Don’t EVER forget it.

Never be afraid to try something new. And remember...Amateurs built the ark.

Professionals built the Titanic. .
—— g ———
2003 DOCTOR OF THE DAY PROGRAM...

The 2003 Legislative Session begins Tuesday, March 4, 2003 and adjourns
Friday, May 2, 2003, Physicians who are willing to spend a day in Tallahassce
during the Legislative Session perform an invaluable service by providing health
care for members of the legislature and legislative employees. In addition, the
program continues to be a vital component in improving and strengthening
physician-legislator relations. The FMA will schedule 2 physicians for cach day
of the legislative session, one for the House of Representatives and one for the
Senate. If you are interested in serving as Doctor of the Day, please contact
Michelle Jacquis by email at mjacquis@medone.org or call her at (850) 224-6496.

Thanks and have a very happy new year!!

Continued from page 1 ASITRECALL

president under whom he served. John Adams and Herbert Hoover (1929-
33) are the only ones to live past the age of 90 and John Kennedy (1961-11/
63) was the youngest to dic at age 46. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson
(1801-09) died on July 4, 1826. Every president elected at the 20-year interval
between 1840 and 1960 died in office: William Henry Harrison, Abraham
Lincoln, James A. Garfield (1881-9/1881), William McKinley (1897-1901),
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and John F. Kennedy. Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield,
William McKinley, and John Kennedy were all assassinated while in office.

Hopefully all of you PRESIDENTS remembered in this article will look
down with blessings upon our beloved country in our time of need. Did you
think I forgot these next two? We now add to the record George H, Bush
(1989- 93) and George W. Bush (2001-continues) becoming the second father-
son presidents.

In December 1799 Washington had a sore throat & high fever so his
physicians gave him the usual & customary therapy — bleeding.
Washington said, “better let me go quietly” and died.

We are saddened by the death of “Wes" Westerville (1937-2003) an all-
around good fellow and orthopedist.

[F YOU HAVE A
NEW DOCTOR IN
YOUR PRACTICE,
PLEASE CONTACT

US FOR AN

APPLICATION

239-936-1645

EXTRAORDINARY
MEeASURES

That's what happens when an
employee from your office is
Injured. Timely, effective medical
treatment combined with return to

work focus reduces your workers’

of data to and
from your
website

« Comply with
current and
revised HIPAA
mandates,

Taken from Preven-
tive Action, The quar-
terly risk management
newsletter for policy-
helders of FPIC,
Fourth Quarter 2002.

Cape Coral Office
1617 Santa Barbara Boulevard
239.573.4223 » 239.573.4336 (fax)

EFLECTION
MORTGAGE CORP

“Committed to Your Mortgage Needs”

* Residential © Commercial * Construction

¢ Loans up to $4 miﬂion L ConvcntionnlfNon Convcnﬁal

o Invcstor ami sECﬂI‘.lCI Homc

230.225.7545 « 239.225.7541 (fax)

www.reﬂcclimmmrigaga.cam

compensation insurance
premiums.

Earn dividend returns up to 24.8%
paid directly to your practice

Call Liza Baftaglia, MBA
Jim Tollerton, CLU, ChFC, RHU

PROFESSIONAL BENEFITS, INC.

1-800-741-5170
(941) 957-1310
(941) 320-0304
(941) 366-5170

Fort M, yers Oﬂ;'ce

6900-22 Daniels Parkwa
2257541 Cel:

Fax:
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PAGE FOUR

THE BULLETIN
OF THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

FEBRUARY 2003

2003 OFF[CERTSrAND BOARD OF THE LEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

At the January 16, 2003 General Membership Mecting the following physicians were installed as the new BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR 2003.

WE WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE YOU TO YOUR BOARD OF GOVERNORS...

President

RALPH GREGG, M.D.

Anesthesiology

Medical Anesthesia & Pain M

4048 Evans Avenue Ste 303, Fort ! Myers
332-5344

Dr. Gregg was born in Washington, D.C. and graduated
frum the University of Maryland with his medical degree in 1987, He
completed his intemship there, and finished his residency at the University
of Florida from 1988-91. Dr. Gregg is American Board Certified in
Anesthesiology.

President-Elect

DOUGLAS STEVENS, MLD.
Otolaryngology/Facial Plastic Surgery

8380 Riverwalk Park Blvd, Ste 200, Fort Myers
481-4911

Dr. Stevens was bomn in Alexandria, VA and attended
medical school at Albany Medical College, in New York and graduated in
1986. He completed his internship at Bethesda Naval Hospital, in Maryland
in 1987, and his residency at Bethesda Naval Hospital in Maryland from
1991-95. Dr. Stevens is American Board Certified in Otolaryngology and
Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.

Secretary

JULIO RODRIGUEZ, M.D.

Family Practice

Doctor's Family Clinic

4901 Palm Beach Blvd, Ste 13, Fort Myers
693-9191

Dr. Rodriguez was born in Cuba and graduated from the
Medical School of Havana Cuba in 1974. He completed
a Social Medicine Program (Internship) from 1974-76, and did a Residency
in General Surgery from 1976-79. Dr. Rodriguez served as a general surgeon
in Cuba from 1979-85, moved to the United States in 1985, He completed
an internship and residency in Family Practice at Florida Hospital in Orlando
from 1991-94, Dr. Rodriguez is American Board Certified in Family Practice.

Treasurer

RICHARD MURRAY, M.D.
Obstetrics/ Gynecology

1515 Colonial Blvd, Fort Myers
275-4300

Dr. Murray was bom in New York and graduated from
medical school at the University of Florida in 1993, He

completed his i hip and resid. there from 1993-
97. Dr. Murray is American Board Certified in Obstetrics/Gynecology.

Past President

ELIOT HOFFMAN, M.D.

Cardiology

" SWFL Heart Group at 8540 College Parkway, Fort Myers
433-8888

Dr. Hoffman was bom in St. Louis MO and attended
medical school there at St. Louis University School of
Medicine, he received his MD degree in 1981 and
completed his internship, residency and fellowship at the University of
Texas Medical School in Houston, Texas 1981-86. Dr. Hoffiman is Board
Certified in Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular Disease.
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MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

M. Erick Burton, M.D.

Cardiology

SWFL Heart Group

8540 College Parkway, Fort Myers
433-8888

i Dr. Burton was born in Grand Fork, ND and graduated
A from medical school at Emory University of Medicine
in 1987, He completed his internship and Residency at the University of
Alabama Hospital from 1987-90. He went on to complete a fellowship at
Emory University Hospital. He is Board certified by the American Board of
Internal Medicine in Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular Discase, and
Electrophysiology.

e Daniel Dosoretz, M.D,

Radiation Oncology

Radiation Therapy Associates

| 7341 Gladiolus Drive, Fort Myers
489 3420

p,..,

Dr. Dosortez was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina and
graduated from medical school at the University of
Buenos Aires in 1975, He completed his internship at
the Suburban Hospital in Maryland in 1977 and did his residency and a
fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital from 1977-81. Dr. Dosoretz
is American Board Certified in Radiology.

| s

b ,I Ronica Kiuge, M.D.
Infectious Disease
Internal Medicine Associates
2675 Winkler Avenue, Ste 300, Fort Myers

936-1343

. Dr. Kluge was born in St. Petersburg, FL and graduated
from medical school at the University of Florida in
1967. She completed her internship, residency, and a

fellowship at the University of Maryland from 1967-73. Dr. Kluge is

American Board Certified in Internal Medicine and Infectious Discase.

Cherrie Morris, M.D.

Obstetrics/Gynecology

| Lee Physician's Group

9981 Health Park Circle, Ste 463, Fort Myers

Dr. Morris was bom in Saddle Brook, NJ and graduated
from New Jersey Medical School in 1994, She

- completed her internship and residency at the
Unwcmty of South Florida in Tampa from 1994-98.
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Daniel P. Robertson, M.D.

Neurosurgery

Lee Neurosurgery

2780 Cleveland Avenue, Suite 819, Fort Myers
336-6800

v Dr. Robertson was born in Fairfield, CA, graduating from
Lol the University of Tennessce in 1988, He completed his
internship and residency at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas
from 1988-94. Dr. Robertson is American Board Certified in Neurological
Surgery, He lives in Ft. Myers with his wife Janet, and their children, Leigh,
Lauren, and Alison.

Dean Traiger, M.D.

Family Practice

Physician’s Prmary Care

1304 SE 8" Terrace, Cape Coral
574-7344

Dr. Traiger was bom in Far Rockaway, NY. He graduated
from Medical School from Tehnion University, Isracl
Institute of Technology in Hifa, Israel in 1997. He completed his Inzcmsh:p
at Long Island Jewish Hospital, Glen Cove, NY from 1997-2000. He is
American Board certified in Family Practice.

<o AND YOUR ELECTED OFFICERS

Chair, Grievance Committee

R. Thad Goodwin, M.D.
Ophthalmology

Goodwin Eye Center

4755 Summerlin Road, Ste 4, Fort Myers
939-3937

Dr. Goodwin was bomn in Bryan, TX, graduating from
" medical school at the University of North Carolina in

1979. He completed his internship and residency at the University of
Florida from 1979-83. Dr. Goodwin is American Board Certified in
Ophthalmology.

Chair, Committee on Ethical and Judicial Affairs
MICHAEL RAYMOND, M.D.
Hematology/Medical Oncology

Florida Cancer Specialists

15681 New Hampshire Court, Fort Myers
437-4444

Dr. Raymond was bomn in Lafayette, IN, graduating
from medical school at Indiana University 1979, He
::omp]eled his internship, residency, and a fellowship at the University of
South Florida from 1979-1985. Dr. Raymond is American Board Certified in
Internal Medicine, with subspecialty certification in hematology, and medical
oncology.




