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Dear Colleagues and Fellow Citizens,

It is my great pleasure to bring you warm holiday greetings from the Board of Medicine, and give you another update on what every
practicing physician needs to know. It appears to me that there is some apprehension in many physicians about the Board’s work and
changes in Florida Statutes. As mentioned before, our website is an excellent source of information, and below, I will summarize the
key areas each physician should be familiar with.

1. You must update your practiﬁnnnv nrafila within 18 dasic nF nny change.
You can do this by going online tc ind clicking on Practitioner Profile.

2. Do not pre-sign prescriptions, — This is a violation of the law.

3. You must keep charts on the family, friends, and employees that you treat.

Prescribing to your family members, friends and employees is not against the law. However, you are required to maintain medical
records just like you would any other patient. You are not permitted to prescribe controlled substances to yourself under any circum-
stance.

4, Internet prescrihina
Florida has a rule - - that outlines acceptable telemedicine practice in Florida.

S. Patient Boundaries
The patient-physician relationship is built on mutual trust. Sexual misconduct in the practice of medicine is prohibited by law. The
Board of Medicine has zero tolerance for sexual misconduct.

6. Relocate practice
Thava asn ctaen <o oo fgllow when closing or relocating your office practice. You can find these steps ir

7. Holn for Trmmnainad mwonéiéine aw-
The s available to help physicians as well as applicants for licensure and medical students.
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8. Pain-Management and Controlled Substances
Thete haus haan a lat Af chanran 4 anin cenoncooeeae * “1 Florida.

- in effect now
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f you prescribe controlled substances for chronic
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New laws for pain-management clinics

9. At license renewal
Florida physicians must renew their license every two years and can do it ONLINE a
To renew a Florida licence nhucirianc ara vamnired to obtain the required CME, attes. v wuanciar svopunsiuiiy voverage, and
complete th
Recent reduction o seuvwar sve w wo7 1 unniuues background check fee and unlicensed activity fee)

10, CME requirements

You are required to complete 40 hours CME every two years. Of the 40 hours, two hours must be in the prevention of medical errors.
Every six years, the 40 hours will include the two hours in the prevention of medical errors as well as a 2-hour course in domestic vio-
lence. Maintain your CME certificates for two licensing bienniums in case you are audited.

suis vur manman oystem (Interested Parties List). It’s a simple way to stay informed on chanoac in tha laue and «los 4pd ypdates
from the Board. You will receive up to the minute information. To subscribe, log on tc Once there,
follow these quick and easy steps:

®  Click on Interested Parties (Mailman) in the blue box in the upper left-hand corner

®  Enter your email address
Click on Subscribe

I would like to congratulate Dr. Jason Rosenberg, Chair, Dr. Zach Zachalié\h Vice-Chair and Dr. Nabil El Sanadi, First Vice-Chair for
2012. We are honored to have these talented 1nd1v1duals to the serve as Board s leadership.

Medicine is a profession that demands the best in us. There are close to 60,000 physicians holding active licenses ﬁom the State of
Florida. Millions of Floridians depend, everyday, on your labor and commitment for their wellbeing. I would just like to remind each
of you to be familiar with the laws and rules affecting your practice of medicine in Florida. The citizens of the Sunshine State need
you, and on behalf of the Board, we truly appreciate your good work and dedication.
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